Dyslexia Therapist Training Program

The Scottish Rite Learning Center of South Texas (SRLC) offers the Dyslexia Therapist Training Program for
individuals with a college degree. This comprehensive training to become a specialist in multisensory teaching
techniques of the structure of the English language is purposefully designed for the student who is at risk for reading
difficulty or who has been diagnosed as dyslexic. This training will be implemented in the establishment of local
remedial classes for these unique students.

The therapist training program provides the opportunity for an individual to become a specialist in the field of
dyslexia and related learning differences. In order to provide the highest-quality training possible, there is a limited
number of individuals selected for the training each year. Course content and techniques are based on the original
Orton-Gillingham model, as well as others, with additions and refinements developed since 1965 at Texas Scottish
Rite Hospital for children in Dallas.

Completion of this two-year comprehensive training program prepares an individual to receive a certificate of
completion from Scottish Rite Learning Center with the title of Dyslexia Therapist. Upon successful completion of a
comprehensive examination by the Academic Language Therapy Association, ALTA, our graduates will also
receive the title of Certified Academic Language Therapist. Applications for the 2008 Introductory Dyslexia
Therapist Training Program must be received by April 30, 20009.

The therapist training program incorporates academic instruction, clinical training and supervised teaching in:
1. Characteristics of Dyslexia
2. Educational Identification
3. Multisensory approach to teaching phonological awareness leading to sound/symbol correspondences for
reading and spelling:
Phonemic awareness
Onset and rime
Rhyme recognition and production
Alliteration
Segmentation
Manipulation
= Blending, etc.
4. Structured, intensive, phonetic approach to teaching reading emphasizing:
= Phonemic awareness
Decoding
Symbol/sound relationship
Reading automatically
Reading rate
Prosody
Orthographic patterns
Syllable division
Morphology
5. A multisensory, process-oriented approach to teaching cognitive spelling which emphasizes:
= Phonemic awareness
Sound/symbol relationship
Orthographic patterns
Spelling generalizations
Spelling formulas for derivatives
= Dictation skills
6. Listening comprehension skills that lead to reading comprehension skills including:
a. Multisensory approach to work relationships through:
e  Grammar
e  Morphology
e Semantics
e Syntax
b. Analysis and strategies used for comprehension in:
e Expository text
e Narrative text
7. Sequential multisensory strategies designed for the academic success of the dyslexic student.
8. Four book reports from an approved list of professional books during the introductory course.






